Lymphoepithelial carcinoma--review of the treatment modalities and report of a rare case in the sublingual gland.
Controversies exist in the current literature regarding the treatment of lymphoepithelial carcinoma (LEC). The presented study summaries the literature controversies in the treatment of LEC and present a case of a rare LEC diagnosed in the sublingual gland of an otherwise healthy 21-year-old Arab woman. The patient was admitted for swelling in the sublingual area. A biopsy indicated a diagnosis of LEC of the sublingual gland. Treatment included a wide resection with safe margins, marginal mandibulectomy, functional neck dissection, and a radial forearm free flap for reconstruction. The patient received concomitant radiotherapy and has remained disease free since her last follow-up. The recommended primary treatment, based on the literature review, is primary surgical excision with neck dissection and optional adjuvant radiotherapy to the gland area. Chemotherapy was not found to be beneficial according to the literature.